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Required DOB Applications for ESS
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DOB Now:
Application for 
Construction

SignoffInspectionInstallation PermittingApproval

OTCR2: 
Alternative 

Material 
Evaluation

Final ApprovalCertificationConditional ApprovalESS Evaluation

As of current, all ESS must file 2 applications to DOB:
 

1. DOB Now application for construction.
2. OTCR2 application for alternative material site-

specific evaluation.
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DOB Now Application for ESS
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SignoffInspectionInstallation PermittingApproval

For DOB Now application: 

ESS shall file as ‘GC’ work type with Electric Energy Storage 
Equipment (EESE) subcategory per 10/27/2023 Service Notice.  
All ESS applications will be reviewed under full plan examination by 
the Central Plan Examination Unit.  Filing under Professional 
Certification Program (Pro-Cert) is not permitted.

DOB Now:
Application for 
Construction
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OTCR2 Application for ESS
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Final ApprovalCertificationConditional ApprovalESS Evaluation

For OTCR2 application: 

Documents required for the alternative material site-specific 
evaluation are posted on the OAE website.
(https://www.nyc.gov/site/buildings/codes/energy-storage-system.page)

OTCR2: 
Alternative 

Material 
Evaluation
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OTCR2 Submittal

OTCR 2 Submittal:
a. OTCR2 Application Form with $600 processing fee.
b. OTCR Battery Application Checklist / Spreadsheet
c. ESS listing
d. ESS full-scale testing
e. FDNY Certificate of Approval
f. Battery Plan Set
g. FDNY Letter of Conditional Acceptance (as required per 

FDNY code and rule)
h. Commissioning Plan (as required per FDNY code and rule)
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OTCR2: 
Alternative 

Material 
Evaluation

Final ApprovalCertificationConditional ApprovalESS Evaluation
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OTCR2 Submittal: OTCR Battery 
Application Checklist / Spreadsheet
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OTCR2 Submittal: ESS Listing 

ESS Listing: 

• Provide UL 9540 listing certificate.

• For applications submitted prior to 4/15/2022, UL 
9540 1st or 2nd ed. is acceptable. For applications 
submitted after 4/15/2022, ESS must be certified 
to UL 9540 2nd ed. 
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OTCR2 Submittal: Full Scale Testing

ESS Full Scale Testing: 

Provide UL 9540A (4th ed.) test report; including 
all applicable levels (cell, module, unit, and 
installation levels).
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OTCR2 Submittal: Battery Plan Set
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Battery Plan Set shall include but not limited to the following 
(see OTCR Battery Application Checklist / Spreadsheet):

1. Design layout.
2. Distances to the exposures. 
3. Security features and impact protections.
4. Manufacturer specifications, product dimensions, and pictures.
5. A general note box that provides description of the system.
6. Certifications by the Registered Design Professional of record. 
7. Callouts of horizontal and vertical assemblies with fire rating when 

installed indoor or on the roof.
8. Signage locations.
9. Locations of ventilation and exhaust devices.
10. Application numbers of all pertinent fire protection systems filings.
11. Dunnage / structural support.
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OTCR2 Submittal: Battery Plan Set
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OTCR2 Submittal: Battery Plan Set
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OTCR 2 Conditional Approval

OTCR will issue a Conditional 
Acceptance Letter upon 
completion of the site-specific 
evaluation.  Such document must 
be recorded in the DOB Now 
portal as a required document 
prior to the construction 
document approval.
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OTCR2: 
Alternative 

Material 
Evaluation

Final ApprovalCertificationConditional ApprovalESS Evaluation
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OTCR2 RDP Final Certification

RDP Final Certification: 
RDP shall certify the work complies with 
the OTCR’s Conditional Acceptance Letter; 
and  FDNY’s Certificate of Approval, and 
Letter of Conditional Acceptance or Letter 
of No Objection as applicable.
For medium and large systems, a 
Commissioning Report shall be submitted 
to OTCR for review.
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OTCR2: 
Alternative 

Material 
Evaluation

Final ApprovalCertificationConditional ApprovalESS Evaluation



build safe | live safe

OTCR2 Final Approval

OTCR will issue a Final Acceptance 
Letter after review and acceptance of 
the RDP certification. Such document 
must be recorded in the DOB Now portal 
as a required document prior to the 
construction signoff.
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OTCR2: 
Alternative 

Material 
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Final ApprovalCertificationConditional ApprovalESS Evaluation
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ESS Applications Flow
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DOB Now:
Application for 
Construction

SignoffInspectionInstallation PermittingApproval

OTCR2: 
Alternative 

Material 
Evaluation

Final ApprovalCertificationConditional ApprovalESS Evaluation

The applicant must obtain OTCR Conditional Acceptance 
Letter prior to Construction Document Approval, and OTCR 
Final Acceptance Letter prior to Construction Signoff.



build safe | live safe

Upcoming Policies to Expedite ESS 
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INITIATIVE #108 OF THE 
BLAST REPORT: 

“DOB will issue updated rules removing 
regulatory barriers to the development of 
Energy Storage Systems. DOB Code 
requirements should be made consistent 
with national standards for design, 
permitting and installation of battery 
storage systems. To meet its green 
energy goals, the City will need to 
dramatically increase the rate of 
installation of storage systems at both 
the building and grid infrastructure scale.”
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Upcoming Policies to Expedite ESS 
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Establish 1- and 2-Familly 
Dwelling Program: 

a. Small ESS unit no more than 
20 kWh. 

b. ESS to be designed and 
installed under the criteria 
established by the CUNY, 
FDNY, and DOB working 
group.

c. OTCR2 Site-specific 
Evaluation is not required.

d. Pro-cert allowed.
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Upcoming Policies to Expedite ESS 
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Publication of the ESS Rule: 

ESS to be designed and installed 
under the national standards, 
including NFPA 855, UL 9540, and 
UL 9540A.



build safe | live safe

Upcoming Policies to Expedite ESS 
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One of the highlights from the upcoming ESS Rule 
(the rule is not finalized nor published):   

Regular ESS Small ESS for 1- 2-Family

DOB Permits for Construction 
& Electrical Work

Required Required

OTCR Site-specific Evaluation Required Not Required

Registration Required Required

FDNY Certificate of Approval Required Required

ESS Listing Required Required

ESS Large-Scale Fire Testing Required Required

Sprinkler As Required Not Required

Fire Alarm As Required Not Required
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OAE’s Mission
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OAE’s Mission
In the effort to catalyze New York City’s transition to a clean, 
resilient, and equitable energy future, the Office of Alternative 
Energy (OAE) was established to streamline the process for 
obtaining the necessary approvals to install and maintain 
alternative energy projects, from the Department and other 
relevant agencies. 
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Contact OTCR & OAE

Office of Technical Certification and Research (OTCR)
Office of Alternative Energy (OAE)

Webpage:
https://www.nyc.gov/site/buildings/codes/alternative-energy.page

Address:
280 Broadway, 7th Floor
New York, NY 10007

Phone:
(212) 393-2626

Email:
OAE@Buildings.nyc.gov
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The information in this document is only a summary and overview and is not 
intended to substitute for the full text and meaning of any law, rule or regulation. 
DOB reserves all rights to this material, and it cannot be distributed, copied, or 
otherwise used without the express written permission of DOB. The City 
disclaims any liability for errors that may be contained in this document and 
shall not be responsible for any damages, consequential or actual, arising out 
of or in connection with the use of this document and/or the information 
contained herein. The City reserves the right to take action at variance with this 
document. This document shall not be construed to create a substantive or 
procedural right or benefit enforceable by any person. The information 
contained in this document is current only as of the publication date of this 
document.

© 2024 City of New York by and through the Department of Buildings. All rights 
reserved.
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